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ROME, THE YEAR OF EVENTING: PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 

 

Europe’s best young eventers will battle for 12 medals in Montelibretti. Roman 
protagonists of Italian eventing, those who have recently succeeded in 
qualifying a composite team for their country for the Rio Olympic Games, have 
all moved up through the ranks of Juniors and Young Riders European Eventing 
Championships. 

2016 is an emotional and busy year for Italian eventing. Beside the Olympic 
challenge the spotlight will be pointed on the eventing youngsters competing 
for European glory in Montelibretti at the Military Equestrian Centre (22/25 
September). The “FEI European Eventing Championships for Young 
Riders and Juniors- presented by Saudia Airlines” is a continental event 
at which the individual and team champions of both categories will be 
crowned. 

Could there be Italy’s future champions among the talented riders battling for 
the European titles? While they will be still learning the ropes of this fantastic 
discipline in Montelibretti next september, 8 years on the same riders could be 
the ones we will cheer on during the 2024 Olympics, possibly held in Italy.  

Stefano Brecciaroli’s personal experience proves that dreams sometimes do 
come true. The Roman rider is a former junior individual and team Gold 
medallist (titles won in 1992). He also took individual bronze at the 1994 
European Young Riders Championships before starting his brilliant senior 



 

 

career. He has competed in three Olympic Games and has qualified for Rio 
which will be his forth.  

The same goes for Vittoria Pannizzon, also from Rome. Individual champion 
and team bronze medallist at the Junior European Championships back in 
2000, she has conquered individual silver and team bronze at the 2003 Young 
Riders European Championships. Vittoria has represented Italy twice at the 
Olympics and has obtained the qualification for Rio 2016. The circle closes with 
Pietro Roman, the third Italian (and Roman) rider to gain qualification for the 
Rio Olympic Games. Years before earning a place on the Italian senior squad 
he has been member of the junior team at the 2004 Europeans. Pietro has 
inherited the passion for the eventing sport and the ambition to make it to the 
Olympics by his father Federico, the last Italian eventing Olympic champion 
(Moscow 1980). Federico Roman, today an instructor, but above all a proud 
father, encourages all youngsters. 

“The Young Riders and Juniors FEI European Championships – declared 
Federico Roman – represent an important experience for the senior careers of 
all the riders participating, not only for those who win. The responsibility 
involved in riding on a team allows an athlete to test his self control and 
nerves. His junior years have been crucial in the development of my son 
Pietro, teaching him lessons that have contributed in making him the rider he 
is today. To those competing at this year’s Euros I recommend to stay focused 
and concentrated. ‘Try hard to keep your emotions under control’. The ability 
of controlling our own emotions always makes the difference in all sports.” 

Team effort, self control, motivation and maturity: these will be the keys to 
success. Giovanni Malagò, President of the Italian Olympic Committee, 
shares the same opinion: “Sport means growing, it teaches youngsters to bring 
out the best in themselves without losing humility, to respect their competitors 
and the rules and, in the case of equitation, to have respect for the horse.”. 

Enough good reasons to keep our eyes on the youngsters, as  Mauro Checcoli 
testifies with his Olympic Gold Eventing medal won at only 21 years old (Tokyo 
1964). 

“Eventing needs talent, but talent alone is not enough – said Mauro Checcoli – 
it also requires method, culture and respect for the horse. My advice to the 
European Young Riders and Junior participants: In sport as in life, it is 
essential never to stop learning .” 


